Against a backdrop of an apprecia ng US dollar and declining oil prices, total merchandise trade indices fell sharply in Q1 2015: according to OECD 1 quarterly report, the volume of imports to G7 and BRICS economies fell by 9.5% and exports-by 7.1% against Q4 2014.
In the United States exports and imports were aff ected by a labor dispute at important West Coast ports 2 , declined by 7.1% and 4.2%, respec vely in Q1 2015. In Canada exports dropped by 10.9% and imports -by 7.9%. Similar sharp falls took place in the United Kingdom with imports dropped by 9.5%, and exports -by 12%.
Exports and imports volumes reported a fall amongst large countries of the European Union. For example, in Germany exports fell by 8.6% and imports -by 8.2%. In Italy -by 9.3% and 8.5%, and in France -by 9.6% and 9.2%, respec vely.
In comparison with other developed economies, in Japan exports fell less markedly -by 4.5% but imports were down 9.8%. According to the data released by the Ministry of Economic Development of Russia, from 15 May through 14 June 2015, average price of Urals crude was $62.17 per barrel or $453.8 per ton. As a result, from 1 June 2015, export duty rate on crude will be $143.1 per ton against $144.4 per ton in June. Export duty rate on light oil products will cons tute $68.6 per ton, on black oil -$108.7 per ton. Export duty on straight-run gasoline will cons tute $121.6 per ton, commercial petrol -$111.6 per ton. Duty of diesel oil will be $68.6 per ton. Export duty on liquefi ed hydrocarbon gas will remain at zero level.
In
According to the London Metal Exchange data, in April 2015 on previous month nickel wend down by 7.0%, aluminium up 2.5% and copper up 1. According to the data released by the Bank of Russia, in January-April 2015, Russia's foreign trade turnover cons tuted $182.4bn down 32.7% against JanuaryApril 2014, of which exports -$120.5bn (down by 29.3%), imports -$61.9bn (down by 38.3%). Trade balance surplus declined to $58.7bn against $70.3bn in January-April 2014.
Declined of exports and imports in the fi rst four months 2015 aff ected all extended merchandise nomenclature. Russian goods to Cuba increased by 15.5%, Cuba supplied goods to Russia threefold more. Russian merchandise turnover with CIS member states con nues falling. Russian export to these countries fell by 35.4% for the fi rst four months 2015, and Russian imports down by 45.8%. The share of CIS in Russian foreign trade turnover contracted from 13.1% in January-April 2014 to 11.8% in January-April 2015.
Russian merchandise trade with EAEU member states also fell: for the fi rst four months 2015 constu ng $12.7bn down 27.5% against the same period 2014.
In May 2015, Eurasian Economic Commission released a report on the restric ve measures applied to goods from the EAEU member-states 1 . Monitoring conducted by the Eurasian Economic Commission in the fi rst half of 2015 has showed the applica on of 131 measures having or which may have a nega ve impact on the access of goods from the EAEU Member States to third countries' markets. 42% (55 measures) are an -dumping measures, 21% (28 measures) fall to special safeguard measures; and one countervailing inves ga on is being conducted now.
Ninety fi ve measures, this being 73% of all restricve measures iden fi ed, fall to trade barriers that have a nega ve impact on the EAEU foreign trade operators. These include an -dumping measures and safeguard measures, bans and restric ons related to SPS and TBT measures, discriminatory excise taxes and charges, quan ta ve restric ons, as well as administra ve measures limi ng the access to third countries' markets.
Out of all exis ng technical barriers, one can point out the bans on trade in and use of asbestos-containing materials in the EU and Iran, the EU REACH chemicals policy, the EU classifi ca on of nickel compounds as poten ally hazardous and corresponding tougher regula ons governing trade in such compound.
SPS measures having the eff ect of barriers to trade were iden fi ed in the EU, Ukrainian and Chinese markets. Measures of this kind apply to meat, animal products, grain and fodders, which originate from the Russian Federa on.
The highest number of restric ons apply EU (22 measures), Ukraine (21), India (13), Turkey (12), the USA (9) and Uzbekistan (7).
